THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF NURSING CHARITABLE TRUST

RCN SCHOLARSHIPS 2008

THE SCHOLARSHIP CATEGORIES

The RCN Scholarships 

A number of scholarships, including Trevor Clay Scholarships and Peter Holgate Scholarships, of up to £3,000 each for professional development to improve patient care available to RCN members except those in student membership. Funding for course fees, practice development projects, or study visits may be applied for. Applications must have relevance to one or more of the following RCN priorities:

· Dignity

· Nutrition

· Patient safety

· Public Health

The RCN Dementia Scholarship(s)
Up to £3000, to either award to one successful applicant or to divide between successful applicants, to undertake a module of either a generic or specialist course or programme of study; or a study visit to a centre of excellence; or to undertake a practice development project, any of which would need to focus on developing practice with people with dementia living in the community (defined as own home or care home). These awards are also open to nursing students and health care assistants. 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS

These scholarships are open to applicants who:

· are in current RCN membership except for the exclusions below*

· wish to undertake a project/studies relevant to the category of scholarship; and

· fully complete the application form and provide the relevant statement or proposal as specified on pages 3 & 4; and

· obtain a supporting signature from a line manager/personal tutor; and

· meet the closing date; and

· if successful, are prepared to take up the scholarship within 12 months; and

· are prepared to write an article or submit any of their work to an RCN publication or any other nursing journal, make a presentation at an RCN conference, or report back to the RCN as otherwise required; and

· acknowledge the source of funding in any dissemination of the funded work

· agree to allow the work to be used by the RCN in an appropriate manner; and
· agree to notify the RCN and return funds in the event of either receiving funding elsewhere for the same activity or not completing the activity for which funds were allocated. 

Applicants should also note the following:

· Applications will be anonymised and double marked.  The decision of the judges will be final and unfortunately feedback will not be available for unsuccessful applications.
· Priority may be given to first time applicants at the discretion of the judges.

· Successful applicants are asked to acknowledge the source of funding in any dissemination of funded work.

· Scholarships awarded are not transferable to other activities. 

* Members of RCN Council, student members, and members of RCN staff are not eligible, except that student members may apply for a Dementia Scholarship 

TIMESCALE AND INFORMATION ABOUT THE FUNDING
If you would like your application acknowledged when it is received, please enclose an SAE.

All applicants will be notified of the outcome of their application, in writing, at the end of July 2008.  

The funding may not be used for:

· salaries, subsistence, or replacement staff costs; or

· purchase of equipment e.g. IT or books which may be used on a personal basis after completion of the study; or

· retrospective funding, i.e. for any activity completed before the end of July 2008.

In respect of payment, the RCN will normally expect to pay fees for courses or conferences direct to the course or conference provider. Where this is not possible, the RCN will ask for original receipts and will not be able to accept photocopies, or electronic copies, of original receipts.

HOW TO APPLY 

For an RCN Scholarship

Fully complete the application form, obtain the supporting signature of your immediate line manager, and write a 1500 word statement as per the guidance on page 3. 

For a Dementia Scholarship
Fully complete the application form, obtain the supporting signature of your immediate line manager, and write a proposal of 800 words setting out what you wish to undertake and how the award would be used to support the development of practice with people who have dementia as per the guidance on page 4.

Additionally, for a Dementia Scholarship the proposal must be signed by a user/significant other who is in receipt of the applicant’s service, or by the local branch of the Alzheimer’s Society.   

Then

Submit one original and three copies of your entire application to arrive no later than 12th May 2008 to:  

Moira Lambert 

RCN Scholarships 2008

Royal College of Nursing 

20 Cavendish Square

London W1G 0RN





Please note the following:

· Application forms should normally be typewritten.  If this is not possible, please provide an explanation.

· We regret we are unable to accept faxed or e-mailed applications.  

· Applications that do not meet the stated terms and conditions, including the closing date, will not be accepted. 

GUIDANCE ON WRITING YOUR 1500 WORD STATEMENT

FOR AN RCN SCHOLARSHIP

For an RCN Scholarship application, your 1500-word statement should demonstrate, and will be assessed on, the following:    

· Nature of the activity to be undertaken and its contribution to the applicant’s career development (10% of marks)

· Potential impact of the activity on the care of patients, clients, and service delivery, with regard to one or more of the following RCN priorities  (50% of marks)

· Dignity

· Nutrition

· Patient safety

· Public Health

· Expected benefits to the employing organisation/workplace and to the RCN (30% of marks) 

· Clarity and presentation of information (10% of marks)

Applicants are asked to consider diversity aspects when writing their statement.

Statements should normally be typed.  If this is not possible, please provide an explanation.

Please include a word count at the end of the statement.

NB: Applications are anonymised for judging.  Please do not send your CV or put your name on your statement.  However, if you wish, you can identify it with your RCN number.  

CONTACTING THE RCN

If you have an enquiry about your application then please contact Moira Lambert, Awards Officer, RCN, 20 Cavendish Square, London W1G 0RN, telephone 020 7647 3731 or email moira.lambert@rcn.org.uk  

GUIDANCE ON WRITING A PROPOSAL

FOR A DEMENTIA SCHOLARSHIP

For a Dementia Scholarship, your 800-word proposal should focus on developing practice with people with dementia living in the community (defined as own home or care home).  

The panel are particularly interested in receiving applications from people who are focusing on: 

· Exploring nutritional needs and how these are met; or

· Understanding different causes of confusion and how they need to be responded to.

 Applicants focusing on the following will also be considered:

· Developing person centred practice

· Exploring the ways that people with dementia are assessed

· Enabling wandering and walking

· Challenging behaviour – whose issue is it?

· Communication

· Meaningful occupational activities and hobbies

The proposal should demonstrate, and will be assessed on, the following:

· Transparent and person centred values

· Benefit to people with dementia and their carers

· Impact on practice

· Personal development

· Dissemination of the learning 

The proposal must be signed by a user/significant other who is in receipt of the applicant’s service, or by the local branch of the Alzheimer’s Society. (As well as signing the proposal, the signatory should also indicate in what capacity they know the applicant.) This is in addition to the line manager’s comments and signature which are required on the application form.

NB: Applications are anonymised for judging.  Please do not send your CV or put your name on your proposal.  However, if you wish, you can identify your proposal with your RCN number.  

If you wish to seek advice and guidance on your proposal before applying you can contact Pauline Ford on email Pauline.Ford@rcn.org.uk 
CONTACTING THE RCN

If you have a general enquiry about your application then please contact Moira Lambert, Awards Officer, RCN, 20 Cavendish Square, London W1G 0RN, telephone 020 7647 3731 or email moira.lambert@rcn.org.uk  

	
	


RCN CHARITABLE TRUST

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM 2008
Please fully complete sections 1 to 11.  We are unable to process your application if details are missing.
	1. CATEGORY OF AWARD (Please tick one only)

	

	RCN SCHOLARSHIP
	
	RCN DEMENTIA SCHOLARSHIP
	


2. PURPOSE OF AWARD

	I wish to apply for financial assistance for:


	


	3. DATES:
	Start
	
	     Finish
	


4. BREAKDOWN OF COSTS (Please estimate where necessary)
	
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	TOTAL
	£


	Have you applied for financial help elsewhere, including your employer?                                   Yes
	
	            No
	

	
	
	
	

	If yes, where?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	With what results?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


5. QUALIFICATIONS: (please include courses not yet completed, or with results pending)

	


	6. PREVIOUS FUNDING FROM THE RCN
	
	
	

	Have you previously received funding from the RCN?          Yes
	
	Amount
	
	Year
	
	      No
	


7. MEMBERSHIP DETAILS
	RCN membership number
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are you a member of any RCN national forums? 
	No
	
	Yes
	
	If yes, please list:

	
	
	
	
	
	


8. CURRENT EMPLOYMENT (and/or details of Educational/Training Institution):

	Please confirm whether you work in a hospital or in the community  
	


	JOB TITLE:

EMPLOYER (Name and address):
SINCE (Date):

Have you been awarded study leave? 

If yes, please state how much

If a student or unemployed, please state educational/training institution and course, or last employer:




9. SUPPORTING STATEMENT (Please ask your manager, who may be contacted by us, to complete this section.  Full-time students please ask your personal tutor) 
	Please comment on how the proposed study would fit in with the applicant’s role description and professional development and how this activity could be supported, e.g. with study leave.   Please do not refer to the applicant by name.
How long have you known the applicant and in what capacity?



	Manager’s Name (please print):

Job Title:

Manager’s Signature:                                                                                      Date:




	10. BIOGRAPHICAL DETAILS                                                 RCN MEMBERSHIP NO: 
	


	SURNAME:


	FIRST NAME
	MR/MS

	ADDRESS:
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	POST CODE:


	
	

	TEL NO: (WORK)


	          TEL NO: (HOME)
	

	EMAIL (optional)
	
	


11. ELIGIBILITY CHECK LIST AND APPLICATION AGREEMENT

Please ensure ALL the above sections have been fully completed and tick to confirm the following:

	I am an RCN member who is eligible to apply
	

	I would be taking up the scholarship within 12 months
	

	I enclose one original and 3 copies of both the form and the statement/proposal
	

	I agree to report back as required and allow my work to be used by the RCN
	


	If you are successful, the RCN may wish to publicise your success to the media.  Please tick the box if you are happy for your name and place of work to be used for this purpose.
	

	The RCN may also wish to contact winners about being an activist.  Please tick if you are happy to be contacted.  
	


I declare that the work submitted is mine and no part of any publication has been used without consideration to copyright regulations. I acknowledge that the decision of the Selection Panel is final.  

If successful, I agree to notify the RCN and return funds in the event of either receiving funding elsewhere for the same activity or not completing the activity for which funds were allocated.

Signature of Applicant: ______________________________            Date: ___________________

Completion of the following information is optional and will not be passed to the selection panel.

12. ETHNICITY MONITORING

This information is requested to ensure that the RCN is aware of the communities applying for these scholarships and assist the implementation of equal opportunities.
	
	Asian or Asian British
	
	Mixed

	
	
	
	

	
	Indian
	
	White and Black Caribbean

	
	Pakistani
	
	White and Black African

	
	Bangladeshi
	
	White and Asian

	
	Any other Asian background
	
	Any other mixed background

	
	
	
	

	
	Black or Black British
	
	White

	
	
	
	

	
	Caribbean
	
	British

	
	African
	
	Irish

	
	Any other Black background
	
	Any other White background

	
	
	
	

	
	Chinese
	
	Any other ethnic group
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